Disseminated intravascular coagulation in pregnancy: an update.
Disseminated intravascular coagulation is an imbalance between the coagulation and fibrinolytic systems. Hematologic changes that occur during pregnancy make this group of patients susceptible to triggers that upset the balance. Understanding normal hemostasis and the pathophysiology of disseminated intravascular coagulation, as well as conditions that are likely to precipitate this condition, may allow for early detection. Closely monitoring the patient's clinical parameters and laboratory tests can help guide supportive care as the triggers are identified and treated.